“WhyDolHaveToDoThis?
‘Carbon monoxide (CO) known as the -
Invisible Killer, 184 co orless odorless,

- poisonous gas that results from incomplete ...

‘buming of fuels such as natural gas,

- year many people die from accidental CO..
poisoning and thousands hore are nj ured

. This law was passed to protect all of us from S

" the dangers of carbon monoxide polsomng
How Cani Tell Ifa o Alarm Is Auuruuedﬂ

- CO alarms are approved by an Independent |

testing company suich ‘as Underwriters’

- Laboratories (UL), Underwriter’s Laborator& _'; o
of Canada (ULC), or International Approval

Serwge/Canadlan Standards Association

e (IASICSA) Be'sure to look for the approval”

-+ label when buymg coO alarms. Most o
- of the CO alarms currently sold in the’

- Commonwealth meet these standards but it
~1s.a good idea to check and make sure they -
- meet the standard. before you purchase the

alarms.

How Dol Meettha Beumremanls uf the law‘.l

R If you mstall CO alarms on every habnable _3 -
oo level by March 31, 2(}06 and keep them in e

- good working orderyou don’t have to do - _
- anything else to be in compliance with the -
.. law. When you sell your home, you.must -

~ have an inspection and certificate from ‘[he

' local fire department before the sale is ﬁna]

Contact your jocal fire: department dlrectly

o - they Wi] know what to doto assistyou. S

How Bo I Kiiow m Haue Gﬂ Poisnnmgﬂ

The first symptoms of CO po1sonmg are el

~similar to the flu (but \wthout 1he fever)
They include: i .

. propane, oil, wood, coal, and gasoline Each = . Fatigue - c

~ + Shortness oszeath

Nausea

.'DIZZII’IBSS : R :
- Ifyou think you have symptoms of ca'rjboin'_:__ > e

- monoxide poisoning or your CO alarm is _
- -sounding. contact vour fire departmentandi"_ Etr s I
- leave the buil dmg ;mmedlately o
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| Formore infonﬁéti_bn_:ab:cut the. . . e
requirements of the'law contact your = 1
local fire department or visit the .o

‘Massachuselts Department of Fire -

_ zfimnnxme y
Narms

Semces websrze at WWWIass, gov/dfs.' R

" Department of Fire Ser'vic'es".
- PO. Box- 1025 “Stow, MAG1775 O
PO, Box 389, Northampton, MA 01060 -

CWWW. mass. gov/dfs
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- on.owners of all residential properties to install-
and maintain carbon monoxide (CO) alarms.
The Board of Fire Prevention Regulations has
- developed the regulations (527 CMR 31.00)

: including the type, location, maintenance and
.mspecnon requirements for the aiarm.s

Whols Imnaman hy this tawa

Genemllfy speaking an vane wim owns

“ - residential property regard]ess of size
(e 1 & 2-family homes, multi- famﬂy
bu11d1ngs apartments, condomlnlums =
~  and townhouses, etc.) that contains fossil
bummg f lequ;pment (i.e, oil, gas,-
 wood, codl, etc. ) OR contains enclosed
. parking (i.e., attached or enclosed garage)
in Massachusetts, is required to install -

" CO alarms by March 31, 2006, In certatn

B reqmrements are deferred unt11 January 1,
200700
wnm Dol Harc 1o nn?

- Install CO alarms on evcry level of your

: .rooms dens etc )by March 31, 2006
Wl'm! I(Illds lli H) nlnrms ﬁl‘ﬂ A!Inwed?

;_There are several types of a]arms that are
j'-allowed they include: ‘

. Plug-in (AC powered) umts
w1th battery backup, e

. establishing the specific requirements. of the law: _':}

. limited instances (see belaw), the msta]latl on.

" home except for basements and attics that do . :
~not bave habitable living spaces (i.c., famlly R

e Battery powered with battery monttormg, o

e AC pnmary power (hard w1red
"= usually involves hiring an .-

e}ectnoran) with battery backup

s Low-voltage or wireless alarms; and

+ Qualified combination smoke’
detectors and CO alamms; -

What fire auaiiliedeamnlnatmn
netectors and Rlarms? - :

-'Acceptable combmatlon smoke detectors
-~ and carbon monoxide alarms must have

- simulated voice and tone alarms that clearly .-

- distinguish between the two types of '

- emergencies. If you have questicens about

-~ various types.of smoke detectors contact
- your loca] ﬁre department

Whamm I Benutrad (0] Da i m a tandloral?

" Landlords must mstall co alarms in each
~ - dwelling unit. Landlords also must inspect,
- test and maintain the CO alarms at least
* - once ayear or at the beginning of anv rental
- period (such as lease ren'ewal) Batteries are |
. “required to be replaced once ayear, Tenants .
. “should report any problems with alarms
' to the landlord immediately and learn to -
. recognize the difference between the smoke -
s _detector and the. carbon monoxxde alarm.

What Are Alternatlue Blmnliance Optiens?

A The regulatlon allows for altematwe
*"compliance options that may be more :
- -practical for larger buildlngs with multiple

dwelhng units that contain minimal or no

i . sources of CO inside the mdmdual units.
-~ The option allows owners to target the CO -
. alarm protection in only those areas

Gnusumn S Gumt tn Mnssnehusms Bmumtmms FOR Gmou Maaarmt mmms

o In Novcmbcr 2 005 Govemor Mztt Romney Srgned _

_ = (1 &., TOOMS that contain borlers hot Water =
"Nicoles Law" which place¥ certain requirements -

heaters, central laundry areas and all adjacent .
~ spaces, in addition to enclosed parking areas) SRR
- that could be potential sources of the Co.

. _Thxs CO protection option _r_equ_lres hard-
* wiring or low-voltage wiring, ‘monitoring

e (i-e., by an alarm company) and certain.

' _Slgnal transmission requu ements

~ What Are the I.imited Instam:as Wnere ! [lnn I _ o |
Hava to Install CO Alarms untll January1, 2007?"-‘“

~ Owners of residential bultdmgs that not1t’y
“the local fire department and’ choose N
the alternative compliance option and

o * buildings owned by the Commonwealth of

- Massachusetts (i.e., public housing umts)

" will not be required to install CO aIarms untll" o »
: _Januaryl 2007. ' LR

Wﬂel‘ﬂ Dol HBVB Tll l'!ll ﬂlESG 30 AlarmsP

In most 1es1dences carbon monoxrde alanns
are required to be located on every level of
“a home or dwelling unit including habitable

portions of basements and attics, On levels .
“with sleeping arcas the alarms must be Dlaced_ =

' --."Wﬁoors
~. €O alarms do not. go. lﬂSIde gaxages but in o

the adjacent 11vmg areas

wnen Dol Have te Install en ﬂ!armsﬂ

- Most residences are reqmred to’ mstall co .
o aiarms by March 31, 2006, Afier that date__ .
anyone. who sells their’ property will be

“required to have an mspechon by the fire -

o __department ptior to the sale or transfer of o
' _theuf property - :



